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(54) Use of amide or imide co-catalysts for nitroxide mediated oxidation 



(57) This invention pertains to the use of com- 
pounds containing amide or imide type functional 
groups to increase the rate of nitroxide mediated oxida- 
tion of alcohols, particularly primary and secondary al- 
cohols. While suitable for oxidation of alcohol groups on 
a variety of substrates, it is particularly useful to oxidize 
cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber such that it is 



commercially compatible with the traditional paper mak- 
ing process. Such co-catalysts may be used to increase 
the absolute amount of aldehyde groups on cellulose, 
cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber, thereby further increas- 
ing the inherent wet strength, temporary wet strength, 
and dry strength of paper made with such cellulose, cel- 
lulose pulp or cellulose fiber. 
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Description 

[0001] This invention relates to the use of compounds containing amide or imide type functional groups to increase 
the rate and/or selectivity of the nitroxide nnediated oxidation of alcohols, particularly the primary alcohol groups on 
5 cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber. Aldehyde modified cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber prepared by 
such oxidation is particularly useful in making paper. 

[0002J The term "paper as used herein, includes sheet-like masses and molded products made from cellulose, 
cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber material that may be derived from natural sources. Paper may also be made from 
synthetic cellulosic fibers and regenerated cellulose as well as recycled waste paper. In addition, paper made from 
10 combinations of cellulosic and synthetic materials are applicable herein. Paperboard is included within the broad temn 
"paper". 

[0003] Papemiaking, as it is conventionally known, is the process of introducing an aqueous slurry of pulp or wood 
cellulosic fibers, which have been beaten or refined to achieve a level of fiber hydration and to which a variety of 
functional additives can be added, onto a screen or similar device in such a manner that water is removed, thereby 

15 forming a sheet of the consolidated fibers, which upon pressing and drying can be processed into dry roll or sheet 
form. Typically in papermaking, the feed or inlet to a papermaking machine is an aqueous slurry or water suspension 
of pulp libers which is provided from what is called the "wet end" system. In the wet end, the pulp along with other 
additives are mixed in an aqueous slurry and subjected to mechanical and other operations such as beating and 
refining. Various additives are commonly added to help provide diiferenl properties in the paper product. 

20 [0004] The preparation of aldehyde containing starches and the use of such aldehyde derivatives in the paper industry 
as wet and dry strength additives Is well known. Both oxidative and non-oxidative methods are known for introducing 
aldehyde groups into starch. Use of these products in papemiaking to provide wet and dry strength properties involves 
the addition of this separate starch additive component. 

[0005] The use of nitroxyl radicals and nitrosonium salts in organic chemistry as an oxidative route to produce alde- 
25 hydes and carboxylic acids from primary and secondary alcohols is disclosed In an article entitled "Organic Nitrosonium 
Salts As Oxidants in Organic Chemistry" by J. M. Bobbitt and C. L. Flores, in Heterocycles, Vol. 27, No. 2, 1 988, pp. 
509-533. Recently, application of this chemistry was extended to the selective oxidation of primary alcohols in various 
carbohydrates to carboxylic acids in an article entitled "Selective Oxidation of Primary Alcohols Mediated by Nitroxyl 
Radical in Aqueous Solution. Kinetics and Mechanism" by A. E. J. de Nooy and A. C. Bessemer, in Tetrahedron, Vol. 
30 51, No. 29. 1995, pp. 8023-8032. Patent publication WO 95/07303 dated March 16, 1 995 further discloses the use of 
this technology in which carbohydrates having a primary hydroxyl group are oxidized under aqueous conditions to form 
products having a high content of greater than 90% carboxyl groups. This art involving the oxidation of primary alcohols 
generally describes the preparation of polyglucuronic acids with high carboxylic acid content. Similarty, the process of 
oxidation has been used to prepare various polysaccharides with high carboxyl content as described in "Oxidation of 
35 Primary Alcohol Groups of Naturally Occurring Polysaccharides with 2.2.6.6-Tetramethyl-1 -piperidine Oxoammonium 
Ion" by P. S. Chang and J. F. Robyt in J. Carbohydrate Chemistry, 15(7), 1996, pp. 819-830. It should be noted that in 
some applications high carboxylic acid content is undesirable. 

[0006] Recent patent publications WO 99/23240 and 99/231 1 7, both dated May 1 4, 1 999 , respectively disclose meth- 
ods of oxidizing starch and cellulose using an oxoammonium ion producing reagent in the presence of an enzyme 
40 oxidizing agent. 

[0007] It has recently been discovered that use of selective oxidation with a limited amount of oxidant and a nitroxyl 
radical mediator under defined reaction conditions provide oxidized cellulose material with effective aldehyde content. 
Aldehyde modified pulp prepared In this manner contains from 1 to 20 mmoles of aldehyde and 1 to 40 mmole carboxylic 
acid per 1 00 grams of cellulose. Such aldehyde modified pulp is used in the production of tissue/towel and other paper 
45 products which exhibit unexpected high wet strength, temporary wet strength and dry strength properties and high wet 
strength/dry strength ratios without the use of other additives. 

[0008] It would be commercially desirable to improve the rate of nitroxide mediated oxidation of cellulose pulp as 
slow oxidation rates are disruptive to traditional manufacturing of papermaking and may result in degradation of the 
cellulose. Surprisingly, it has now been discovered that the use of compounds containing amide or imide type functional 

50 groups increases the rate of nitroxide mediated oxidation of alcohols. In particular, such amide or imide compounds 
increase the rate of nitroxide mediated oxidation of cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber, such that it is commercially 
compatible with the traditional paper making process. In addition, the increased rate of nitroxide mediated oxidation 
may effectively reduce the occun-ence of degradative side reactions. Such co-catalysts may be used to increase the 
absolute amount of aldehyde groups on cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber, thereby further increasing the in- 

55 herent wet strength, temporary wet strength, and dry strength of paper made with such cellulose, cellulose pulp or 
cellulose fiber. 

[0009] This invention pertains to the use of compounds containing amide or imide type functional groups to increase 
the rate of nitroxide mediated oxidation of alcohols. While suitable for oxidation of alcohol groups on a variety of sub- 
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strates, it Is particularly useful to oxidize cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber so that it is commercially compatible 
with the traditional paper making process. Such co-catalysts may be used to increase the absolute amount of aldehyde 
groups on cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber, thereby further Increasing the inherent wet strength, temporary 
wet strength, and dry strength of paper made with such cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber. 
5 [0010] More particularly, this invention pertains to using poly(acrylamide) homo- and/or co-polymers of various com- 
positions and molecular weights to increase the rate of nitroxide mediated oxidation by at least two-fold and to increase 
the absolute amount of aldehyde groups by up to at least 5%. 

[0011] - This invention further involves the method of preparing paper having wet strength, temporary wet strength 
and dry strength properties comprising using the cellulose aldehyde pulp prepared by the selective oxidation procedure 

10 as described above, as the paper or pulp stock or a component thereof and the resultant paper 

[0012] This invention pertains to the use of compounds containing amide or imide type functional groups to increase 
the rate of nitroxide mediated oxidation of alcohols. While suitable for oxidation of alcohol groups on a variety of sub- 
strates, it Is particularly useful to oxidize cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber such that It Is commercially compatible 
with the traditional paper making process. Such co-catalysts may be used to increase the absolute amount of aldehyde 

IS groups on cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber, thereby further increasing the inherent wet strength, temporary 
wet strength, and dry strength of paper made with such cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber. 
[0013] In this Invention, primary or secondary alcohols are oxidized with a suitable oxidant in the presence of a 
nitroxide radical mediator and a compound containing amide or imide type functional groups. The compound containing 
amide or imide functionality enhances the rale and/or selectivity of the oxidation reaction. The inventive reaction can 

20 be done in a single-phase aqueous or non-aqueous medium or in a bi-phase medium. The reaction temperature is 
typically 0 to 30*^0. In non-aqueous reaction media, primary alcohols are typically oxidized to aldehydes and secondary 
alcohols to ketones. In aqueous media, primary alcohols can be oxidized to aldehydes or carboxyiic acids while sec- 
ondary alcohols are oxidized to ketones. In aqueous media, the absolute amount of aldehyde formed from primary 
alcohols in the inventive oxidation reaction and the ratio of aldehyde formed to carboxyiic acid formed In the inventive 

25 oxidation reaction can be controlled by adjusting the level of oxidant used. 

[0014] The substrate for the inventive oxidation reaction can be any primary or secondary alcohol. Particularly, the 
substrate Is a carbohydrate or polysaccharide such as a simple sugar, starch, cellulose, gum, or derivatives thereof. 
More particularly, the substrate is cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber . The reaction conditions and co-catalysts 
used are similar and independent of the substrate used and may be manipulated by one skilled in the art to achieve 

30 the desired end product. 

[001 5] The cellulose aldehyde derivatives of this invention can be prepared by a method which involves the selective 
oxidation of cellulose and cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber using a limited amount of oxidant and mediated 
with a nitroxyl radical and an amide or imide co-catalyst under defined conditions to provide derivatives with effective 
aldehyde content making them particularly suitable for use in providing paper with desired wet strength, temporary wet 

35 strength and dry strength properties. 

[0016] The nitroxyl radical mediator used herein is a di-tertiary aikyi nitroxyl radical having one of the following for- 
mulas: 
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in which A represents a chain of particularly two or three atoms, in particular carbon atoms or a combination of one or 
two carbon atoms with an oxygen or nitrogen atom, and the R groups represent the same or different alkyi groups. 
Chain A may be substituted by one or more groups such as alkyI, alkoxy, aryl, aryloxy, amino, amido or 0x0 groups, 
or by a divalent group or multivalent group which is bound to one or more other groups having formula I. Particularly 
useful nitroxyl radicals are di-tertiary alkyI nitroxyl radicals having the fomnula: 



30 in which Y is either H, OH or NH-C(0)-CH3 and each of the R groups represent the same or different alkyI groups of 
1 to 18 carbon atom and more particularly methyl groups. Nitroxyl radicals of this type include those in which a) the R 
groups are all methyl (or alkyI of 1 carbon atom) and Y is H, i.e., 2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-1-piperdinyloxy (TEMPO); b) R 
groups are methyl and Y is OH and identified as 4-hydroxy TEMPO; and c) R groups are methyl and Y is NH-C(O)- 
CH3 and identified as 4-acetamido TEMPO. In particular, the nitroxyl radical is TEMPO or 4-acetamido TEMPO. The 

35 nitroxyl radical is used in an effective amount to mediate the oxidation and more particularly from about 0.001 to 20% 
by weight, particularly from about 0.001 to 0.1% by weight, more particularly from about 0.005 to 0.01% by weight, 
based on the weight of cellulose, cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber The nitroxyl radical can be added to the 
reaction mixture or generated in situ from the corresponding hydroxylamine or oxoammonium ion. 
[0017] The oxidant used in this invention can be any material capable of converting nitroxyl radicals to their corre- 

^0 spending oxoammonium salt. Particularly useful oxidants are the alkali or alkaline-earth metal hypohalite salts such 
as sodium hypochlorite, lithium hypochlorite, potassium hypochlorite or calcium hypochlorite. An alkali or alkaline earth- 
metal hypobromite salt may also be used and it may be added in the form of the hypobromite salt itself, such as sodium 
hypobromite, or it may be fomried in situ from the addition of a suitable oxidant such as sodium hypochlorite and an 
alkali or alkaline-earth metal bromide salt such as sodium bromide. The bromide ion is generally in the fomri of sodium 

45 bromide. Additional oxidants that can be used in this method include hydrogen peroxide in combination with a transition 
metal catalyst such as methyltrioxorhenium (VII); hydrogen peroxide in combination with an enzyme; oxygen in com- 
bination with a transition metal catalyst; oxygen in combination with an enzyme; peroxyacids such as peracetic acid 
and 3-chloroperoxybenzoic acid; alkali or alkaline-earth metal salts of persulfates such as potassium persulfate and 
sodium persulfate; alkali or alkaline-earth metal salts of peroxymonosulfates such as potassium peroxymonosulfate; 

so chloramines such as 1 ,3,5-trichloro-1 ,3,5-triazine-2,4,6(1H,3H,5H)trione, 1 ,3-dichloro-1 ,3,5-triazine-2,4,6(1 H,3H,5H) 
trione sodium salt, 1 ,3-dichloro-5.5-dimethy!hydantoin, 1-bromo-3-chloro-5,5-dimethylhydantoin, and 1 -chloro-2,5-pyr- 
rolidinedione; and alkali or alkaline-earth metal salts of ferricyanide. This list of oxidants is only illustrative and is not 
intended to be exhaustive. The oxidants can be used alone or in combination with an alkali or alkaline-earth metal 
bromide salt. A particularly suitable oxidant is sodium hypochlorite or sodium hypobromite formed from the addition of 

55 sodium hypochlorite and sodium bromide. 

[0018] When oxidizing cellulose pulp, the oxidant is generally used in a limited amount that has the equivalent oxi- 
dizing power of up to 10.0 g of active chlorine per 100 g of cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber. The amount of 
oxidant used may have an equivalent oxidizing power of from about 0.05 to 5.0 g of active chlorine and preferably from 
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about 0.5 to 2.5 g of active chlorine per 1 00 g of cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber. When sodium hypochlorite 
is used, it typically is used in a limited amount of up to about 10 percent by weight based on the weight of cellulose, 
cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber, more particularly from about 0.1 to 5% and preferably from about 0.5 to 5% by weight 
based on the weight of cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber. Bromide in the forni of sodium bromide will generally 
5 be used in an amount of from about 0.1 to 2.5% by weight and preferably from about 0.1 to 1 .0% by weight based on 
the weight of cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber. By limiting the amount of oxidant under defined aqueous con- 
ditions, the cellulose aldehyde derivatives are selectively prepared at effective high aldehyde levels. Such high alde- 
hyde cellulose products are particularly useful in preparing paper with wet strength, temporary wet strength and dry 
strength properties. 

10 [001 9] A co-catalyst is used in the present invention to increase the rate and/or selectivity of the nitroxide mediated 
oxidation process. The co-catalyst used is at least one compound containing an amide or imide type functionality and 
may either be a simple or a polymeric additive. Suitable co-catalysts of this invention are amides of carboxylic acids, 
carbonic acids, carbamic acids, or sulfonic acids, particularly those in which at least one of the substituents of the 
amide nitrogen is hydrogen or a halogen. Amides of carbonic acid are commonly known as urethanes. Amides of 

15 carbamic acid are commonly known as ureas. Exemplary amides include, but are not limited to, acetamide, propion- 
amlde, butyramide, isobutyramide, benzamide, nicotinamide, acetanilide, N-methyl acetamide, N-ethyl acetamide, N- 
methyl propionamide, N-ethyl propionamlde, N-methyl butyramide, N-ethyl butyramide, N-methyl isobutyramide, N- 
ethy! isobutyramide, oxindole, and 2-pyrrolidone. Additional examples of suitable amides include urea, methyl urea, 
1,1 -dimethyl urea, 1,3-dimethyl urea, 2-imida2olidone (ethyleneurea), urethane (carbamic acid ethyl ester), benze- 

20 nesulfonamide, totuenesulfonamide, N-chlorobenzenesulfonamide or the alkali, alkaline earth or ammonium salts 
thereof, and N-chlorotoluenesulfonamide or the alkali, alkaline earth or ammonium salts thereof. 
[0020] Other suitable co-catalysts of this invention are polymers with amide functionality. The amide functionality 
may pend from the polymer or be a part of the polymer backbone. Exemplary polymers with pendent amide functionality 
include but are not limited to poly (aery lam ide) and/or copolymers of acrylamide with other ethylenically unsaturated 

25 monomers, poly(N-methyl acrylamide), copolymers of N-methyl acrylamide with other ethylenically unsaturated mon- 
omers, poly(2-acrylamtdo-2-methyl propane sulfonic acid), copolymers of 2-acrylamido-2-methyl propane sulfonic acid 
with other ethylenically unsaturated monomers, poly(3-acrylamidopropyl)trimethylammonium chloride), copolymers of 
3-acrylamidopropyl)trimethylammonium chloride with other ethylenically unsaturated monomers, poly{[3-(methacry- 
loylamino)propyl]trimethylammonium chloride), copolymers of [3-(methacryloylamino)propyl]trimethylammonium chlo- 

30 ride with other ethylenically unsaturated monomers, poly{[3-(methacryloylamino)propyl]dimethyl(3-sulfopropyl)ammo- 
nium hydroxide inner salt), and copolymers of [3-(methacryloylamino)propyl]dimethyl(3-sulfopropyl)ammonium hy- 
droxide inner salt with other ethylenically unsaturated monomers. Polymers in which the amide functionality is part of 
the polymer backbone include, but are not limited to, polyamides such as Nylon 6/6, Nylon 6/12, Nylon 6, Nylon 12, 
polyurethanes, which are typically prepared by the condensation of diols with diisocyanates, polyureas, which are 

35 typically prepared by the condensation of diamines with diisocyanates, and poIy(urea urethanes), which are typfcally 
prepared by the condensation of diisocyanates with mixtures of diofs and diamines. 

[0021] Other suitable co-catalysts are imides in which the substituent of the imide nitrogen is hydrogen or a halogen. 
Exemplary imides include but are not limited to succinimide, cyanuric acid [1 ,3,5-triazine-2,4,6{1 H,3H,5H)trione] and 
the alkali, alkaline earth or ammonium salts thereof, 5,5-dimethyl hydantoin, orotic acid, uric acid, saccharin or the 

^0 alkali, alkaline earth or ammonium salts thereof, imidodisulfuric acid and the alkali, alkaline earth or ammonium salts 
thereof, and chloramines such as 1 ,3,5-trichloro-1 ,3,5-triazine-2,4,6(1 H,3H,5/-/)trione, 1 ,3-dichloro-1 ,3,5-triazine-2,4,6 
(1H,3H,5/-0trione sodium salt , 1 ,3-dichloro-5,5-dimethylhydantoin, 1-bromo-3-chloro-5,5-dimethylhydantoin, N-chlo- 
rosuccinimde (1-chloro-2,5-pyrrolidinedione), and N-bromosuccinlmide (1-bromo-2,5-pyrrolidinedione). 
[0022] Other suitable co-catalysts of this invention are polymers with imide functionality. The imide functionality may 

^5 pend from the polymer or be a part of the polymer backbone. Exemplary imide containing polymers include but are 
not limited to poly(maleimide) and copolymers of maleimide with other ethylenically unsaturated monomers. 
[0023] The co-catatysts of this invention can be used alone or with other co-catalysts such as alkali or alkaline-earth 
metal bromide salts. When they are used in conjunction with alkali or alkaline-earth metal bromide salts, further im- 
provements in the rate of reaction or selectivity of the reaction can be realized than when the co-catalysts of this 

so Invention are used alone. 

[0024] Poly(acrylamide) homo- and co-polymers are particularly suitable. Such poly(acrylamide) polymers are par- 
ticularly effective due in part to their water solubility, functionality across a broad molecular weight range, and general 
acceptability in the paper and pulp industry. 

[0025] The co-catalyst is generally present in a catalyst-effective amount, particularly in an amount of about 0.005 
55 to 5.0%, more particularly in an amount of about 0.01 to 0.5%, most particularly in an amount of about 0.01 to 0.2% 
by weight based on the weight of the cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber 

[0026] The cellulose material used as the starting material may be any cellulose, cellulosic fiber or pulp material. 
This includes hardwood or softwood cellulosic fibers such as bleached and unbleached sulfate (Kraft), bleached and 
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unbleached sulfite, bleached and unbleached soda, neutral sulfite, semi-chemical, groundwood, chemi-groundwood, 
and any combination of these fibers. In addition, synthetic cellulosic fibers of the viscose rayon or regenerated cellulose 
type can also be used, as well as recycled waste papers from various sources. The consistency in water of the cellulose 
or pulp that is used will be from about 0. 1 to 1 5% by weight solids in water and preferably from about 1 to 5% by weight. 
5 When used in papermaking other additives such as desired inert fillers or retention aids may be added to the cellulose 
pulp. Such materials include clay, titanium dioxide, talc, calcium carbonate, calcium sulfate and diatomaceous earth. 
Rosin or synthetic internal size may also be present, if desired. Other additives commonly used in paper may also be 
used in combination with the oxidized pulp of this invention. 

[0027] The oxidation reaction of the cellulosic material is carried out in an aqueous medium. The pH of the reaction 

10 is typically about 8.0 to 10.5, particularly about 8.5 to 9.5, the temperature is maintained at from about 5 to 50*C, 
particularly from about 1 5 to 30*0. The amount of oxidant used or the reaction time controls the extent of the reaction. 
Generally the reaction time will be about 1 to 30 minutes, and more particularly about 2 to 1 5 minutes, most particularly 
about 5 to 10 minutes. The use of the amide or imide functional co-catalyst will typically increase the rate of reaction 
by at least about 2-fold, particularly about 4-fold, exhausting the stoichiometric oxidant completely. Generally, the amide 

15 or imide functional co-catalyst functions synergistically with the halide co-catalyst In the oxidation process. 

[0028] By using the reagent and component amounts as defined previously and the noted reaction conditions, con- 
trolled amounts of aldehyde functionality, particularly C-6 aldehyde, can be obtained that are suitable and effective in 
providing desired wet strength, temporary wet strength, and dry strength properties and wet strength/dry strength ratios 
desired in the final prepared paper product. The cellulose aldehyde derivatives prepared in accordance with this in- 

20 vention will have at least the same aldehyde functionality, particularly greater aldehydef unctionality, than when nitroxide 
mediated oxidation is accomplished without the amide or imide co-catalyst. The aldehyde functionality generated will 
be from about 1 to 20 mmole/1 00 g of cellulosic material i.e. , cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber. Carboxylic acid 
functionality will also be generated or formed during the oxidation process. Amounts of carboxyl content generated will 
generally be from about 1 to 40 mmoles/100 g cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber. It should be noted that this 

25 amount of carboxylic acid functionality is in addition to what may already be present in the cellulose, cellulose pulp, or 
cellulose fiber naturally or by virtue of the type of processed pulp used, such as bleached sulfate, bleached sulfite, etc. 
The effective level of aldehyde is an important aspect of this invention and one way this can be defined is by the ratio 
of aldehyde to generated carboxylic acid functionalities. Such levels can be defined by aldehyde to generated carboxylic 
acid ratios of greater than or equal to 0.5 (based on mmole/1 00 g of cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber of each 

30 functionality) and particularly greater than or equal to 1 .0. While recognizing that the amount of additional carboxylic 
functionality (i.e., other than generated) will vary and may be fairly low, there nevertheless will be some present and 
this will affect the level of total carboxylic acid functionality. Considering this and based on total carboxylic acid, the 
ratio of aldehyde to carboxylic acid functionality will be at least about 0.2 to 0.5. The significance of this aldehyde 
content is particularly manifested in the resulting properties found in paper prepared from the oxidized cellulose ma- 

35 terial. High wet strength, temporary wet strength and dry strength properties are found. Products having wet strength/ 
dry strength ratios of greater than 20% have been obtained in paper using these selectively modified cellulose aldehyde 
derivatives indicating improved properties such as softness. 

[0029] The aldehyde modified cellulose, cellulose fiber or cellulose pulp of this Invention can be dried and stored for 
later use. Paper made from such a stored cellulose, cellulose fiber or cellulose pulp has essentially equivalent properties 
40 to paper made directly from the newly prepared adehyde modified cellulose, cellulose fiber or cellulose pulp of this 
invention. It is noted that use of the modified aldehyde cellulose derivatives of this invention in papermaking may involve 
the use of such derivatives as the whole or entire pulp or paper stock or it may be used as a component of the paper 
stock (i.e., in amounts of 20, 40, 60% by weight etc.). 

[0030] The following examples will more fully Illustrate the embodiments of this invention. In the examples, all parts 
45 and percentages are by weight and all temperatures In degrees Celsius unless othenwise noted. Also, when referring 
to the pulp by weight, It Is the weight of the pulp per se, i.e., It includes equilibrium moisture content. 

Example 1 - Nitroxide mediated oxidation of Northern Softwood Kraft (NSK) pulp 

50 [0031] 

a. 4-acetamido-TEMPO (4.8 mg) and sodium bromide (0.24 g) [0.01% and 0.5%] on weight of pulp (owp) respec- 
tively] were added to a 1 600 g stirred suspension of NSK pulp at 3% consistency (48 g pulp). The pH of the mixture 
was adjusted to 9.5 with 0.49 N sodium hydroxide. Sodium hypochlorite (8.14 g; 11 .8% solution; 2% owp), whose 
55 pH was also adjusted to 9.5 using concentrated HCl, was then added all at once and the mixture was stirred at 

25**C for 1 0 minutes. The pH of the suspension was maintained throughout using a Brinkmann pH STAT 71 8 Titrino 
at 9.5 with 0.49 N NaOH (2.6 mL). At the end of the treatment period, the reaction was terminated by adding 
ascorbic acid to the mixture until its pH was lowered to 4.0 to 4.5 range (ca. 1 g). 
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The pulp was filtered and washed extensively with water at pH 4-5. It was then re-slurried in water for subse- 
quent use in the determination of its aldehyde content and handsheet making. 

b. The pulp was prepared In the same manner as Example 1a, except the pulp was dried and stored for later use 
5 Instead of being immediately used. 

Carboxylic acid content of modified pulp: 

[0032] The level of carboxylic acid formed during the NSK pulp modification was calculated from the amount of NaOH 
10 titrant consumed to maintain the pH of the reaction (2.6 mL of 0.49N solution). This provided a direct measure of the 
additional carboxylic acid generated on the pulp which was 2.6 mmole/1 GO g pulp, calculated using the following equa- 
tion: 

mmole/100 g - COOH = mL of NaOH titrant X N of NaOH ^ 
15 ^ pulp weight in g 

Determination of aldehyde content of the modified pulp: 

[0033] Aldehyde content of modified NSK pu Ip was determined using hydroxylamine hydrochloride lilralion via oxime 
20 derivatization according to the following reaction and the procedure. 

RCHO + NH2OH.HCI ^ RCHNOH + HCl 

25 [0034] A sample of the oxidized pulp (ca. 2g) was reconstituted in water (ca. 250mL) and the pH of the suspension 
was adjusted to 4 using aqueous HCl. To this mixture was then added dropwise a large excess of an aqueous solution 
of 2 M hydroxylamine hydrochloride solution (3-5 mL), whose pH was also adjusted to 4 with HCl. During the reaction, 
the pH of the;mixture was maintained at 4 via titration with a 0.10 N NaOH solution using a Brinkmann pH STAT 718 
Titrino. The titration was continued until no further reduction in pH of the mixture could be detected (ca. 1 h). The pulp 

30 was then filtered off and dried to constant weight in an oven at 1 0O^C. Entire procedure was earned out in duplicate. 
Aldehyde content was then calculated to be 4.7 mmole/1 00 g pulp from the average total consumption of NaOH (using 
the following equation: 

mmole/100 g -CHO = mL of NaOH titrant X N of NaOH ^ 
25 ^ dry pulp weight in g 

Example 2 - Nitroxide mediated oxidation of hardwood pulp 

[0035] 

40 

a. 4-acetamide-TEMPO (4.8 mg) and sodium bromide (0.24 g) were added to a 1600 g stirred suspension of 
hardwood pulp at 3% consistency (48 g pulp). The pH of the mixture was adjusted to 9.5 with 0.49 N sodium 
hydroxide. Sodium hypochlorite (8.14 g; 11 .8% solution), whose pH was also adjusted to 9.5 using concentrated 
HCl, was then added all at once and the mixture was stirred at 25^*0 for 10 minutes. The pH of the suspension 

45 was maintained throughout using a Brinkmann pH STAT 718 Titrino at 9.5 with 0.49N NaOH, consuming 1 .3 mL. 

Al the end of the treatment period, the reaction was terminated by adding ascorbic acid to the mixture until its pH 
was lowered to 4.0 to 4.5 range (ca. 1 g). The pulp was filtered and washed extensively with water at pH 4-5. It 
was then re-slurried in water for subsequent use in the determination of its aldehyde content. 

The aldehyde and the carboxylic acid contents of the modified hardwood pulp were detemnined as described 

so in Example 1 and are given in Table 1 . 

b. The pulp was prepared in the same manner as Example 2a, except the pulp was dhed and stored for later use 
instead of being immediately used. 

55 Example 3 - Nitroxide mediated oxidation in the presence of poly (acryl amide) as a co-catalyst 

[0036] The identical processes described in Examples 1 and 2 were repeated for NSK and hardwood pulps respec- 
tively with the exception that 48 mg poly(acrvlamide) (PAM) (0. 1 % on weight of pulps; average = 1 0000 from Aldrich 



BNSDOCID: <EP 1156065A1_L> 



EP1 156 065 A1 



Chemical Co.) was also added to each reaction before NaOCI treatment. The treated pulps were recovered and ana- 
lyzed as described in Example 1 . 

[0037] Table 1 lists aldehyde and carboxyl functional contents of all modified pulps prepared in Examples 1-3 
5 Table 1 



The effect of the use poly(acrylamide) on the aldehyde and carboxyl contents of modified pulps. 




Softwood 


Hardwood 


Aldehyde Content 
(mmole/1 OOg) 


Carboxyl 
Generated (mmole/ 
100g) 


Aldehyde Content 
(mmole/1 OOg) 


Carboxyl Generated 
(mmole/1 OOg) 


tandard reactions 
(Examples 1 & 2) 


4.7 


2.6 


4.5 


1.3 


Reactions with 
PAM (Example 3) 


9.8 


7.8 


10.4 


4.4 



[0038] The results in Table 1 clearly show that the rate of the reactions are significantly Increased by the use of a 
poly(acrylamide) as a co-catalyst as evidenced by substantial increases in both the aldehyde and carboxyl formed In 
a ten minute period. 



Example 4 - The effect of PAM co-catalyst concentration in nitroxide mediated oxidation of NSK pulp 

[0039] The procedure similar to that described in Example 3 was repeated using different amounts of PAM as follows: 
[0040] In separate reactions, 4-acetamido-TEM PC and sodium bromide (4.8mg and 0.24 g respectively) were added 
to 1600 g suspensions of NSK pulp (3%) at pH 9.5 containing different levels of poly(acrylamide) ( 0, 0.01%, 0.05% 
and 0.20% owp. Mw = 10000 form Aldrich Chemical Co.). Sodium hypochlorite (8.14 g; 11 .8% solution), whose pH 
was also adjusted to 9.5 using concentrated HCI, was then introduced all at once and the mixtures were stirred at 25*C 
for 30 minutes. The carboxyl formation during oxidation was measured by maintaining the pH at 9.5 throughout using 
a Brinkmann pH STAT 718 Titrino with 0,49N NaOH. Fig. 1 illustrates the effect of PAM concentration on the carboxyl 
formation during the oxidations on softwood. 



35 



40 



45 



so 
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Figure 1 

The effect of PAM co-catalyst concentration on carboxyl formation during 

nitroxide mediated oxidations on softwood pulp (0.5 wt% NaBr owp). 

10 J 




5 10 15 20 25 30 

Oxidation time (min) 

30 



Example 5 - The effect NaBr on PAM catalyzed nitroxide mediated oxidation of NSK pulp 

35 [0041] The procedure described in Example 4 was repeated using different amounts of NaBr on the weight of NSK 
softwood pulp (0, 0.10%, 0.25% and 0.50%) at constant 0.2% PAM owp concentration. The carboxyl fomiation during 
oxidation was measured by carboxylate formation during oxidations by maintaining the pH at 9.5 throughout using a 
Brinl<mann pH STAT 718 Titrino with 0.49N NaOH. Fig. 2 illustrates synergistic effect of PAM and NaBr concentrations 
on the rate formation on the carboxyl groups during the oxidations on softwood. 

40 



45 



so 



55 
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Figure 2 

5 The effect of NaBr on carboxyl formation in the PAM co-catalyzed nitroxide 

mediated oxidations of softwood pulp (0.20% PAM owp) 



0.50 % 




5 10 15 20 25 30 

Oxidation time (min) 

30 

Example 6 - The effect molecular weight of PAM on the nitroxide mediated oxidation of NSK pulp 

[0042] In two separate reactions, the procedure described in Example 4 was repeated using different molecular 
35 weight RAM's. Hence, 4-acetamldo TEMPO (4.8 mg) and sodium bromide (0.24 g) were added to 1 600 g stirred sus- 
pensions of NSK pulp at 3% consistency (48 g pulp) containing 96 mg poly(acrylamide) (0.20% owp). PAM molecular 
weights used were 1500 and 5x1 0® supplied by Polysciences Inc. The remainder of the process was as described in 
Example 4, the carboxyl fonnation during oxidation being measured by carboxyl formation during oxidations by main- 
taining the pH at 9.5 throughout. Fig. 3 illustrates the effect of PAM molecular weights on the carboxyl formation during 
40 the oxidations on softwood. 
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Figure 3 

The effect of PAM molecular weight on carboxyl formation in the nitroxide 
mediated oxidation of softwood pulp. 
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Example 7 - The effect PAM composition on the nitroxide mediated oxidation of NSK pulp 

[0043] In several separate reactions, the procedure described in Example 4 was repeated using various homo- and 
copolymeric PAM compositions at 0.20% concentration on weight of NSK pulp These were poly(acrylamide) (M^^, = 
1x10®) (PAM-1), poly(acrylamide-co-diailydimethylammonium chloride) from Aldrich Chemical Co. (PAM-2) and poly 
(acrylamide-co-acrylic acid, sodium salt) (M^ = 0.2x1 0®) from Polysciences Inc. (PAM-3). Fig. 4 illustrates the effect 
these on the carboxyl formation during the oxidations on softwood. 
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Figure 4 

The effect of PAM composition on carboxyl formation in nitroxide mediated 

oxidations of NSK pulp. 
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Example 8 - The effect of PAM co-catalyst on aldehyde formation in the nitroxide mediated oxidation of NSK pulp 

35 

[0044] In two separate reactions, the procedure described in Examples 1 & 4 were repeated on NSK pulp at larger 
scale with and without a PAM co-catalyst as follows. 4-acetamido-TEMPO (25 mg), sodium bromide (1 .24 g) and PAM 
(0.25 g, Mw = 1 0000 from Aldrich Chemical Co.) were added to suspensions of 248 g NSK pulp in 8L. water at pH 9.5. 
Sodium hypochlorite (42 g; 11 .8% solution), whose pH was previously adjusted to 9.5, was then added all at once and 

40 the mixtures were stirred at 25**C for 30-60 minutes. The pH of the suspensions were maintained throughout using a 
Brinkmann pH STAT 718 Titrino at 9.5 with 0.98 N NaOH as described in Example 1 . Approximately, 1 50 g aliquots of 
the mixture were taken form each reaction at regular inten^als which were immediately quenched with ascorbic acid. 
They were then filtered off, washed and reconstituted in water. Aldehyde contents of the modified pulp samples were 
detemnlned via hydroxylamlne hydrochloride titrations as described In Example 1 . The effect of PAM co-catalyst on the 

"^s rate of aldehyde fomnation with respect to uncatalyzed reaction is given in Figure 5. 
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Figure 5 

The effect of PAM co-catalyst on aldehyde formation during nitroxide 
mediated oxidations on NSK pulp. 
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Example 9 - The effect of aldehyde content of NSK pulp on the paper strength properties 

35 [0045] Several aldehyde modified NSK pulp samples of varying functional contents, prepared as described in Ex- 
ample 8, were fomied into 1 8 lb/3300 ft^ handsheets from 0.3% consistency and at pH 5 - 6 on an M/K Sheet Former 
according to TAPPI Standard Test Method T 205. Handsheets were conditioned 25**C and 50% RH for 24 h. They were 
then were cut into 1" strips and tested for initial wet strength and dry tensile strength at the breaking point according 
to the TAPPI Standard Test Methods T 456 and 494. Table 2 lists results demonstrating the influence of the aldehyde 

40 content of the pulp on the wet and dry strength as well as wet/dry ratio of the handsheets. 



Table 2 



The effect of the aldehyde content of NSK pulp on the handsheet strength properties. 


NSK 


Paper properties 


Aldehyde Content (mmole/100g) 


Wet Tensile Strength (g/in) 


Dry Tensile Strength (g/in) 


Wet/Dry Ratio (%) 


Unmodified 


28 


2171 


1 


1.9 


254 


2333 


11 


2.3 


373 


2354 


16 


4.1 


454 


2259 


20 


5.4 


637 


2239 


25 


5.9 


635 


2396 


27 


6.9 


683 


2341 


29 


7.4 


711 


2515 


28 
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Claims 

1. A process for the oxidation of substrates containing alcohol groups comprising the step of 

oxidizing the alcohol groups in a suitable nnedium with an oxidant in the presence of a nitroxide radical me- 
diator and at least one co-catalyst having functionality selected from the group consisting of amides and imides. 

2. The process of claim 1 wherein the nitroxyl radical mediator used herein is a di-tertiary alkyi nitroxyl radical having 
a formula of 




3 



R2 ^ R4 

o 



(I) 



20 or 



25 



R2-'^^ N (II) 

O ^^6 



wherein 

A is a chain having two or three atoms; each atom is selected from the group consisting of carbon, nitrogen, 
55 and oxygen; and 

R^, R2, and R3 each represent the same or different alkyI groups. 

3. The process according to claims 1-2 wherein the at least one co-catalyst is a poly(acrylamide) or a copolymer of 
acrylamide. 

40 

4. The process according to claims 1-3 wherein the oxidizing step further comprises a second co-catalyst selected 
from the group consisting of alkali and alkali metal earth bromides. 

5. The process of claims 1-4 wherein the substrate is selected from the group consisting of a carbohydrate or a 
45 polysaccharide. 

6. The process of claims 1 -5 wherein the substrate is cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber. 

7. The process of claims 1-6 wherein the oxidation of the cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber results In an 
so aldehyde content of from about 1 to about 20 mmole/1 00 g of cellulose. 

8. A process according to claims 1-7 wherein the nitroxyl radical mediator is TEMPO or 4-acetamido TEMPO. 

9. The process according to claims 1 -8 wherein the nitroxyl radical mediator is used in an effective amount to mediate 
55 the oxidation. 

10. The process according to claims 1-9 wherein the amount of the nitroxyl radical mediator is from about 0.005 to 
0.05% by weight, based on the weight of cellulose. 



14 
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11. The process according to claims 1-10 wherein the oxidant is an alkali or alkaline-earth metal hypohalite having an 
oxidizing power of up to 10.0 g active chlorine per 1 00 g of substrate. 

12. The process according to claims 1-11 wherein the oxidant is sodium hypochlorite or sodium hypobromite. 

5 

13. An aldehyde modified cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber prepared according to the process of claims 1-12. 

14. A method of making paper having wet strength, temporary wet strength and dry strength properties comprising 
using the aldehyde modified cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber material of Claim 13 as the pulp stock or a 

10 component of the pulp stock. 

15. The paper prepared according to the method of claim 14. 

16. The paper of claim 1 5 wherein the prepared paper has a wet strength to dry strength ratio of at least 20%. 

15 

17. A process for the oxidation of cellulose, cellulose fiber and cellulose pulp containing alcohol groups comprising 
the step of 

oxidizing the alcohol groups In a suitable medium with about 1-2% sodium hypochlorite In the presence of 
from about 0.005 to about 0.010 4-acetamido TEMPO, from about 0.1 to about 0.5% sodium bromide, and from 
20 about 0.01 to about 0.20% polyacrylamide. 

18. An aldehyde modified cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber prepared according to the process of claim 17. 

19. A method of making paper having wet strength, temporary wet strength and dry strength properties comprising 
25 using the aldehyde modified cellulose, cellulose pulp or cellulose fiber material of Claim 1 8 as the pulp stock or a 

component of the pulp stock. 

20. The paper prepared according to the method of claim 1 9. 

30 21. The paper of claim 20 wherein the prepared paper has a wet strength to dry strength ratio of at least 20%. 
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